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people are estimated to inhabit this terntor>   of \vhorn o\er
two million are m Inner Mongolia

It is a \ery interesting region for another reason     It is
believed that this is the area which \\as the original home of
the Mongolian race   and that fertile districts \\ere trans
formed to deserts b\   climatic changes   their  cities over
whelmed  by  moving  sand   and  their  peoples  drrven   to
emigrate    The invasions of earl> times and the Mongolian
migrations of the south and across to Amenca are attnbuted
by some waters to these changes of climate in prehistoric
times

In 1937 the Japanese set up a new autonomous govern
ment over part of Inner Mongolia with its seat at Katgan
The remainder is under Chinese control    Outer Mongolia
is ruled by the Mongolian Peoples Revolutionary Govern
ment modelled on the Soviet pattern which was established
after the Mongolian Revolution of 1924    Urga is the chief
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This 1$ the largest highest and most inaccessible plateau
m the world and it is isolated GO, every side by great
mountain nms that make transport almost an impossibility
The least difficult approach is from the Chinese side along
the nver gorges and it was in this manner that Tibet became
a Chinese province by conquest m very ancient times The
surface of the region is extremely broken the climate is one
of great seventy and agriculture is almost impossible except
in small areas of the sheltered valleys As a consequence
dl climate and isolation the people are exceedingly backward,
and very hostile to change The chief feature of the life of
the country is the hold obtained over the people by the large
numbers of Buddhist monks who throng the monasteries of
the plateau The chief of the religious body is also the